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shows that liberal education has been the distinctively American approach to higher 
education through different curricula, whether largely elective or centered on 
a required core. Zakaria credits liberal learning with much of his career success 
and identifies its valuable products as learning to speak well and to learn (yielding 
innovation), with pride of place going to learning to write well, because “writing 
makes you think” (p. 72). Impressive witnesses agree, including icons of business 
and technology (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos and former Lockheed Martin CEO 
Norman Augustine), showing that liberal learning is the best path to professional 
specialization.
Adding science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) to liberal 
learning acknowledges such knowledge as essential to being well educated today 
and their innovations as having already triggered lasting changes to how education 
occurs, including becoming more accessible (e.g., MOOCs). Zakaria’s brief, easy-
reading defense may contribute most by glimpsing this updated liberal education in 
the multicultural partnership between Yale and the National University of Singapore. 
Their new college of liberal arts and sciences, Yale-NUS, received its first students in 
2011 and is “the most interesting and ambitious effort to reform liberal education 
for the twenty-first century” (p. 67). It merits our monitoring.
Highly recommended for all academic libraries, especially for faculty, administrators, 
and trustees.
Introduction to Global Missions,
by Zane Pratt, M. David Sills, and Jeff K. Walters. Nashville: B&H Publishing 
Group, 2014. 280 pp. $34.99. ISBN 9781433678752
Reviewed by Georgianne Bordner, Head of Technical Services, Regent University,  
Virginia Beach, VA
Introduction to Global Missions delivers exactly what the title promises: a brief overview 
of all of the topics typically included in an introductory course in missiology, arranged 
in a way that would make it a useful textbook. It begins with a discussion of the 
missionary call, followed by the biblical and theological foundation of missions. The 
authors continue on to a brief history of missions, from the early church to today. A 
section on the relationship of culture and missions deals with the aspects of applied 
anthropology and world religions. Finally, the book concludes with a discussion of 
a variety of missionary methods, including disciple making, church planting, and 
the roles of individual Christians and local churches. Each chapter includes a brief 
bibliography of resources for further study.
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All of the authors have served overseas as missionaries and are current or former 
faculty members at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Their treatment of the 
subject reflects their North American evangelical perspective, as well as their practical 
experience. Readers looking for a more international approach to the subject will 
be disappointed in the limited discussion of world religions, the very brief mention 
of the work of non-Western missionaries, and the exclusion of non-Western 
missions scholars, both from the text and the bibliographies. However, the book’s 
strong biblical and theological foundation and the practical insights drawn from the 
authors’ experience make this an excellent introduction to missions for evangelical 
students, and especially for prospective missionaries. It would be a welcome addition 
to the library of any church, seminary, or Christian college or university.
The Jesuits: A History from Ignatius to the Present, 
by John W. O’Malley. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2014. 160 pp.  
$22.00. ISBN 9781442234758
Reviewed by Terry L. Christian, Assistant Archivist,  
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, TX
When Pope Francis was elected in 2013, the world witnessed an event of considerable 
importance for the Roman Catholic Church. Jorge Mario Bergoglio, a Jesuit, will 
forever be known as “the first Jesuit pope in history!” (p. 112). Who better to tell 
their story, expelling the stigma of a tainted reputation, than a fellow Jesuit priest, 
John W. O’Malley? Currently a professor of theology at Georgetown University 
specializing in European church history, he has written several books with his The 
First Jesuits winning the Philip Schaff Prize for church history.
Written for a popular audience, The Jesuits dispels the mystique and enlightens 
readers concerning the Society of Jesus. O’Malley clearly states his objectives as first 
providing “in almost skeletal form the basic narrative of the origin, development, 
triumphs, and tribulations of the Society of Jesus up to the present,” and second, 
presenting “almost arbitrary choice descriptions in detail of a few undertakings,” 
keeping the book concise (p. x). The book is divided into four main chapters 
covering the society’s foundation, and the following chapters are roughly divided 
by centuries.
